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Introduction

The landscape of the Bohemian Cretaceous Basin, situated
in the northern and northeastern part of Bohemia, consists
of several geographically important units which were
settled from early prehistory through to the historical
period. The most important among them are the Elbe
Sandstones, including the national parks Ceské Svycarsko
(Bohemian Switzerland) and Séchsische Schweiz (Saxon
Switzerland), the region of Ceska Lipa, and the protected
landscape areas Kokorinsko, Cesky raj (Bohemian Paradise),
and Broumovsko. The following overview is devoted to
these areas.

Sandstone landscape in prehistory

The earliest traces of human presence in the sandstone
caves of this region can be archaeologically dated back to
the later phase of the Middle Palaeolithic (approximately
120 000-40 000 B.C.); up to now, we know of only one site
dating from this period, Jislova jeskyné cave (Jisl’s Cave)
near Turnov with assemblages of lithic industry, which can
be classified as belonging to the Mousterien (Filip 1947).
In the following period, hunters inhabited an open landscape,
and they perhaps avoided the diverse rocky terrain. The
situation changed with the beginning of the Holocene
period. Remarkable is the rock shelter site Nizka Le$nice
in the Polomené hory Hills, which yielded a fragment of
a human skull dated to 10 190 B.P. During the Mesolithic
(approximately 9500-5500 B.C.), many rock shelter
sites came into existence in the area of Ceska Lipa and in
the Czech part of the Elbe Sandstones. They existed

simultaneously with open-air sites, mostly situated on
banks of rivers or swamps. Preserved in the rock shelters
are cultural debris corresponding to the various stages of
the Mesolithic, and including chipped lithic industry, bone
artifacts and rarely also human teeth (for instance the
sites Pod zubem, Sidelnik 1, Vysokd and Nizka Legnice,
Cernd louze and Stara skéla). Settlement features at the
Hermanky and Pod zubem sites suggest that some of the
rock shelters were originally protected by a wooden
construction possibly covered with animal skins. Many
radiocarbon dates were obtained from the hearths (Svoboda
et al. 1998, 2000, Svoboda (ed.) 2003) (Figure 1).

The earliest farmers of the Early Neolithic were interested
in some of the rock shelters in the area of Ceska Lipa (Hei-
maénky, for instance). The number of sites increased during
the Late Neolithic (5000-4300 B.C.). The plateaus, below
which the rock shelters are situated, were originally covered
with calcium-rich loess, and the rock shelters and caves
could thus have originally belonged to farming settlements.
The cave-sites Oko and Kurandovska have yielded evidence
of a local industry that produced chipped and polished
stones (Jen¢ 2006; Jen¢ and Pesa 2000) (Figure 2).

Interest in rock shelters and smaller caves continued, with
some breaks, in the following period of the Late Stone Age
(Eneolithic, approximately 4300-2100 B.C.). During this
period, people penetrated the Elbe Sandstones region for
the first time, and used some of the rock shelters situated
along the edge of the rocky landscape that had been
previously exploited by Mesolithic hunters (for example
the sites at Arba near Srbskéd Kamenice and Soj¢i near
Jetrichovice). Recent excavations have attested that there
were Early and Middle Eneolithic settlements in the Ceska
Lipa area (for example the rock shelter sites at Hermanky,
Staré skdla and Nizka LeSnice in the Polomené hory Hills,
and those in the surroundings of Ralsko-Hrad¢any). There
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